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“This was a fascinating tasting with one of the superstar refer-
ence point/iconic wineries in all of California. Shafer’s Relent-
less project has been a huge success since the debut. Blend-
ing Syrah and Petite Sirah, aging it for a long time in French 
oak, and not compromising on any element of the winemaking 
process has put them at the top of the Rhone Ranger sweep-
stakes. From the Stags Leap District, the Cabernet Sauvignon 
One Point Five was named by the Shafers to honor the gen-
eration and a half of the family that has been involved in this 
winery’s success. Turning to Shafer’s Hillside Select Cabernet 
Sauvignon is akin to entering one of the world’s museums of 
liquid art. This is unquestionably one of California’s, and the 
world’s, most iconic and greatest wines. When Chateau Latour 

bought the Araujo estate, I thought the entire value of the Sha-
fers and of this particular vineyard probably jumped by 30-50% 
because of that purchase. This is a first-growth wine from a 
magical site, and it has been one of the top half dozen or so 
California Cabernet Sauvignons in every vintage since the ear-
ly nineties. That’s a remarkable track record. In every vintage it 
is 100% Cabernet Sauvignon aged an uncommonly long time 
(32 months) in 100% French oak, yet you would never know 
that. The Shafers remain disarmingly modest about what they 
have achieved, but this is utterly profound, world-class wine 
that any wine lovers who enjoy Cabernet Sauvignon need to 
sample at least once in their life.” – Robert Parker
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2012 Shafer Vineyards chardonnay Red Shoulder Ranch
Rating: 91
The gorgeous, honeyed, citrus 2012 Chardonnay Red Shoul-
der Ranch appears to have backed off considerably on the 
oak. Medium to full-bodied with striking purity and texture as 
well as a delicious combination of tropical fruit, citrus and min-
erality, this beauty should drink well for 3-4 years. 

2010 Shafer Vineyards Merlot 
Rating: 94
Starting with the Merlots, the 2010 Merlot (a blend of 84% Mer-
lot, 10% Cabernet Sauvignon and 6% Malbec) is sensational. 
Its dense purple color is accompanied by gorgeous aromas of 
black fruits and chocolate, a sweetness to the tannin and length 
that almost makes a mockery of Merlots produced elsewhere 
in Napa, a voluminous, chewy texture and great elegance and 
purity. Shafer Vineyards appears to have the Midas touch with 
just about any fruit they receive. The killer 2010 Merlot may be 
the finest Merlot they have produced in 20-25 years. It should 
drink well for 10-15 years.

2011 Shafer Vineyards Merlot 
Rating: 88
The 2011 Merlot (76% Merlot, 14% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% 
Malbec and 2% Petit Verdot) exhibits a similar dense pur-
ple color along with slightly more subdued aromas of coffee 
beans, black cherries, black fruits and spice. It does not reveal 
the viscosity, density and overall completeness of the 2010. 
Nevertheless, this is a successful effort in a far more challeng-
ing vintage. Drink it over the next 6-9 years.

2012 Shafer Vineyards Merlot 
Rating: (92-95)
Composed of 88% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% 
Malbec, the 2012 Merlot appears to be another sensational of-
fering from Doug and John Shafer and their longtime assistant, 
Elias Fernandez. The sweetness of the tannins, the sucrosity 
of the fruit and the wine-s richness and expansiveness sug-
gest another great vintage in Napa Valley. This is a sensational 
Merlot.

2010 Shafer Vineyards Relentless
Rating: 97
The extraordinary 2010 Relentless (96% Syrah and 4% Petite 
Sirah) offers up notes of graphite, subtle wood charcoal, bar-
becue smoke, blackberry, blueberry and raspberry fruit, and 
hints of spice and meat. This full-bodied, supple-textured, ex-
ceptionally rich Syrah already has a certain accessibility, but 
should age well for two decades. 

2011 Shafer Vineyards Relentless
Rating: (94-96)
From a more challenging vintage, the 2011 Relentless exhibits 
a similar opaque blue/purple color as well as remarkable con-
centration and balance. With stunning perfume, purity, texture 
and full-bodied richness, the 2011 is slightly more evolved and 
softer than the 2010, but it offers much of the same character. 
This compelling effort is one of the superstars of the vintage 
in 2011.  

2012 Shafer Vineyards Relentless
Rating: (95-98)
The 2012 Relentless exhibits copious notes of pepper, incense, 
Asian spice, roasted meat, asphalt, blackberry and blueberry 
fruit. With a blockbuster texture, no hard edges and a surreal 
elegance for such a massively endowed wine, this incredibly 
pure, rich, killer Syrah represents a great winery at the top of 
its game.

2010 Shafer Vineyards cabernet Sauvignon  
one point Five, Stags leap district
Rating: 95
The 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon One Point Five (99% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and 1% Petit Verdot) exhibits aromas of blueber-
ries, black currants, incense and delicate floral notes. Follow-
ing the stunning perfume, this full-bodied, elegant, super-rich 
wine reveals great definition and purity of black currants and 
black raspberries gentle wrapped in subtle spicy oak. This 
classic Cabernet is the quintessential model for both Stags 
Leap and Napa Cabernet Sauvignon. The tannins are sweet 
enough that it can be drunk now, but it should evolve easily for 
two decades.

2011 Shafer Vineyards cabernet Sauvignon  
one point Five, Stags leap district
Rating: (90-92)
A revelation, it is hard to believe the 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon 
One Point Five (95% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Petit Ver-
dot) came from a challenging vintage of cool weather and rainy 
periods. It boasts an inky/purple color along with sweet cassis 
and mulberry fruit intermixed with notions of high quality toast 
and spring flowers. Although it does not reveal the mid-palate 
density and impact or finish of the 2010, the 2011 is an out-
standing success for the vintage.  

2012 Shafer Vineyards cabernet Sauvignon  
one point Five, Stags leap district
Rating: (94-97)
The 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon One Point Five is composed 
of 98% Cabernet Sauvignon, 1% Petit Verdot and 1% Malbec. 
Its black/purple color is accompanied by a glorious bouquet 
of blue and black fruits, acacia flowers and wild berry fruit 
touched by toasty oak and spice box wrapped in a full-bodied, 
rich, stunningly proportioned, pure style. It should age effort-
lessly for 25 or more years. This may turn out to be the finest 
One Point Five Shafer has yet produced, although it is still an 
infant and tastes like the barrel sample it is, not a finished wine. 
Nevertheless, brilliance is written all over it.

2010 Shafer Vineyards cabernet Sauvignon  
Hillside Select, Stags leap district
Rating: (100)
The 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select offers a mind-
blowing display of blue, red and black fruits along with licorice 
and floral notes. The prodigious aromatics are followed by a 
precise, rich, pure blast of inky black currant, blueberry and 
mulberry flavors. The oak is virtually undetectable, and the 
wine, for all its power, richness and depth, is incredibly light 
on its feet and ethereal. It should drink well for 3 to 4 decades. 
Those who might argue that wines over 14% alcohol are hot, 
loathsome and heavy really need to objectively taste these 
wines rather than bloviate. 
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2011 Shafer Vineyards cabernet Sauvignon  
Hillside Select, Stags leap district 
Rating: (91-94)
The 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select boasts a black/
purple color along with beautiful creme de cassis fruit, a won-
derful sucrosity from ripe fruit, great length and ripeness, light-
er tannins and a more evolved style than usual. It is difficult to 
believe that such a full-bodied classic could have been pro-
duced in a vintage such as 2011. Then again, the Shafers do 
not fit any conventional mold. This 2011 should be drinkable 
young, and last for twenty years.

2012 Shafer Vineyards cabernet Sauvignon  
Hillside Select, Stags leap district 
Rating: (96-100)
A barrel sample of the 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Se-
lect exhibits a nearly impenetrable purple color as well as a 
luxurious bouquet of spring flowers, blueberries, black rasp-
berries and black currants that displays extraordinary purity, 
clarity and persistence. Full-bodied and rich in the mouth, but 
surprisingly light on its feet with an energy and vibrancy that 
make a mockery of those who would find fault with a wine pos-
sessing 15.3% natural alcohol, this ethereal Cabernet has ev-
erything a connoisseur could ever desire in a world class red 
wine. Kudos once again to the Shafer family!


